
Delayed Pay does not equal NO PAY  

Wendi Thomas, Candidate for State Representative District 178th  

I think one thing that we can all agree on is that our elected officials should be upfront, honest and 
should not mislead their constituents.  Unfortunately, that is not always the case.  Recently, Helen 
Tai submitted legislation called “No Budget, No Pay” according to her Facebook post on June 5th. In 
her recent campaign mailing she touts this as delivering on a campaign promise. However, the bill 
submitted, House Bill 2469, does not give the elected officials “no pay,” it gives 
them delayed pay.  Once the budget is passed, they receive all of the money that was withheld, 
leaving very little incentive to pass a budget on time. 

In my view, if a budget is not passed by June 30th, elected officials would not get paid for the entire 
time that elapsed between June 30th and the date of passage. Ever! That is truly no pay and creates 
an incentive to get the job done.  

During our spring debate, we were asked about the state budgeting process. Helen stated that, if she 
was elected, she would submit a bill that if the budget was not passed on time then the Governor, 
Senators, and Representatives would not get paid. At that time, I agreed with that 
statement.  However, that is not what the bill she introduced does. 

I disagree with the bill Mrs. Tai submitted because it does not go far enough.  Tai’s bill has no real 
consequences for elected officials who do not do their job. Her bill makes for a good sound bite, 
but it has no teeth and doesn’t change anything. 

I have worked in private industry for over 30 years as a business executive and when you don’t 
deliver on a service or product – you do not get paid. Period. Pennsylvania’s government should 
work the same way. 

 

 


